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Release History 
 

Date Who Version 
November 2006 JW 1.5 – Web version 
December 2006 JW 2.6 – Updated and added more sites 
March 2007 JW 2.7 - Corrections and added more sites 
March 2007 JW 2.8 – Brightcove Personal updated 
April 2007 JW 3.0 – Added video editing sites also 
July 2007 JW 3.5 – Added 11 more sharing sites, updated 

all entries and rearranged 
July 2007 JW 3.6 – Updated and minor revisions 
December 2007 JW 3.7 – More sites added 
January 2008 JW 3.8 – Minor revisions and corrections 
February 2008 JW 3.9 – New sites added and updated 
June 2008 JW 3.95 – Blog Tech Guy version created 
March 2010 JW 4.0 – Changes, corrections, updates and 

new sites added 

 

Terms used 
 

Editing features Allows you to edit video online with features such as trim, 
and loop, transitions and addition of other video, audio or 
images. 

Embed The ability to place the video on other websites i.e. 
http://www.blogtechguy.com  

Encoding The process of converting a video from one format to 
another – in most cases here, into Flash format. 

Flash A format that amongst other things can be used for 
displaying videos through a web browser. 

Quicktime Another video format. 
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Introduction 

Like many people, I’m intrigued by video sharing websites. While clearing out 
my hard drive I came across a few videos which would be fun to share with 
friends and family. Rather than email it out (too large), I decided to upload 
them to an online video site, but which one? I've previously used Metacafe, 
YouTube & Google Video to view movies, but I hadn’t uploaded any. I'm also 
one of the beta testers for Microsoft's answer to the combined Google/YouTube 
user generated online video market, Soapbox, so I thought it would be 
interesting to go through the process of uploading a video to each of the sites 
and measuring how easy it was and the resulting video quality. This initial look 
can be seen on Life Goggles here.  
 
Little was I to know the mammoth response to this casual study. The first post 
received thousands of visitors with dozens of comments and emails suggesting 
other sites, and of course, disputing my subjective results. Soon Part 2 followed  
looking at 5 more sites, Revver, Blip, Brightcove, MyHeavy and Vimeo. Unlike 
the previous sites, most of these sites are not general video sharing sites, but a 
mixture of an attempt to create custom "channels" where a user can create an 
online presence with a series of videos or episodes, or social networking sites, 
with video at their core. With the creation of a comparison page of all video 
sharing sites this soon received over 50,000 visits after appearing on 
http://www.digg.com. Again I was inundated with suggestions for other sites to 
test. Part 3 looked at MySpace, Kewego, Yahoo Video, Vidilife, Daily Motion, 
and Ning. Even more followed. 
 
Blog Tech Guy has now tested 52 different video sharing and editing sites; 
however the suggestions keep on coming and this eBook now contains sites not 
yet posted online. To add a site to this review, please contact us here.  

About the Author 

Joel Williams has been a webmaster since 1999. He currently runs 
http://www.blogtechguy.com/ - Blog Technical Support: Letting you 
concentrate on the writing and promotion. This eBook was originally written for 
Life Goggles http://www.lifegoggles.com, a green product review, news and 
interviews website. But I like online video too! 
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Step 1: Find your video 

For all sites I originally chose a short (13 seconds, 3.5MB) video of the Amalfi 
Coast, between Positano and Amalfi. This has been replaced with a test video 
of nearly 1 minute long and is 7MB in size. To see all the videos, go to the 
online comparison page. Sites are now listed in alphabetical order, starting 
with blip.tv. 
 

 

 

http://www.blip.tv 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Incredibly easy and took less than 10 seconds.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
A nice visual editor for the description box made a nice change, with the ability 
to add images and HTML if you wish. You could also upload your own thumbnail 
image, choose a copyright license, content rating (bespoke), and some optional 
fields regarding distribution. Despite all the options I found it to be simple and 
intuitive. Uploading once again gives a progress bar, with an indication of 
transfer rate. It also suggests some other features of the site, which for a 
newbie was quite interesting (such as the ability to upload via FTP and directly 
from Windows Movie Maker) but I doubt of much use for a regular user. 
However after clicking on one of these I then hit a problem - where was the 
video I uploaded? Honestly I couldn't find it; it seems that navigating away from 
the page interrupts the upload. I ended up re-uploading the same video, 
waiting until it had been uploaded and then using the options I was then 
presented with.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Low flash quality but available in different formats 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Integrated video blogging platform, choice of video formats.  
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Cons: A few too many options and no warning on interrupting uploads so a 
person with a small brain like me has problems.  
 

 

http://www.break.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Break is a site that pays you for your content so I expected a complicated sign-
up, but that wasn’t to be. Quick and easy, although waiting for an email 
confirmation wasn’t a problem I then had to paste the link into a box on the 
website. Why not a simple click to confirm? 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
After my email was confirmed there was a raft of optional information to enter 
if you so wished, such as mobile details, personal details, college/work 
location, upload an avatar and so on. Simply clicking upload takes you to a 
screen where you can select multiple items for upload, which is an excellent 
feature. Whilst it was uploading you get a progress bar and the opportunity to 
add the usual descriptive information. The embed code was immediately 
available after upload, excellent! 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Poor quality, heavily pixelated and blurry. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Easy upload interface, revenue sharing opportunities. 
Cons: Poor video quality and I had a couple of annoying adverts with sound. 
 
 

 

http://www.brightcove.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
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Brightcove is the single online distributor of Fox network television programs. 
With the launch of Brightcove Personal, it can now be directly compared to 
other video sharing sites. Sign-up is much quicker than the business edition that 
requires an address and phone number. Here, it’s just email address, password 
and user name. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Just add title, description and tags as usual. A progress bar with % uploaded is 
displayed. You seem unable to browse anywhere else whilst this is happening. 
Once complete you simply have to wait for an email confirmation, not all sites 
so this. Actually couldn’t be easier. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
The video was online incredibly quickly, and very nice quality, on par with 
Soapbox. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Very quick, easy and great quality. 
Cons: Not a huge amount of content present yet.  

 

 
http://www.buzdeo.com 

Step 2: Create an account 
Buzdeo is an online sharing and networking application which enables you to 
share photos and videos, invite friends to your network and instant message & 
chat in real time. To create a Buzdeo account, just goto our main page fill in 
your details and click on the register/join button. An account username will be 
generated (you can change this once you have logged on) and these details will 
be displayed on sucessful account creation. You will be given the option to 
logon straight away. 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
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From the buzdeo carosuel (the rotating icons) click on the Add Video or Add 
Photo Icon. Once the media upload screen is displayed select the media type 
and select the files that you want to upload.For photos/still images you will be 
prompted to either create a new album or add the images to an existing. Once 
you have made your selection confirm and your upload will begin. If any files 
fail, don't worry just upload them again.  
 
Step 4: View the video 
When your files have been uploaded your media will be displayed in your 
workspace. 
 
 
Overall 
Pros:  
Cons: Private sharing site not directly comparable 
 

 

 

http://www.dailymotion.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Username, password and email is all that is required to join Dailymotion. While 
I like to give terms and conditions the once over, never before have I seen the 
following phrase:  
 

“.... subject to the application of the principles of a posteriori 
moderation....” 
 
Sounds painful. I then had to verify via email.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Once the account was confirmed, I simply needed to browse for the video and 
press upload. A file and time progress bar informed me of when the video 
would be ready. Once uploaded the details need to be added, with the title 
automatically taken from the file name of the video (not always particularly 
useful), but this was easily changed. You then get enormous options to either 
share (with friends), blog or add to a group. Dailymotion uses several blogging 
APIs so I could provide the details of my blog and it will insert the video for me. 
I'm not comfortable entering my blog user name and password on a site I don't 
know, so have just used the standard html code.  
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Step 4: View the video 
Pretty good apart from some noise. 

 
 

Overall 
Pros: Pretty easy, nice site in general.  
Cons: Embed through an <iframe> rather than as an object. Not a problem 
really. 
 

 

http://www.ebaumsworld.com/ 

Step 2: Create an account 
It's free and easy. Just fill up required fields on the sign-up form and click on 
register.  Pop-up will appear and say that your account has been setup. Please 
confirm your e-mail address. Get the confirm code from the email and paste it 
on the required field. Once account is confirmed, then you are ready to login.  

 

 

Step 3: Upload the video 
Click on the Upload button, then choose the type of content you would like to 
submit. In this instance, we are to upload a video, so click on video. Select 
which type of video you are uploading then begin upload.   

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Video quality is not really great but at least the screen is wide.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Fairly simple steps in creating to uploading to viewing the video. 
Cons: There’s a possibility of encountering an error while uploading.  
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http://www.eyeka.com/ 

 
 
Step 2: Create an account 
Eyeka is a French site but has an English version. Creating an account required 
more details than we’re used to, and even more details if you want to buy or 
sell content. Some of the help has also not yet been translated into English. 
You can also complete your “artistic profile” to allow others to get to know 
you. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Uploading was easy; there are a variety of preset categories with which to 
assign your video to. Upload quota is set at 1GB. Once Upload was pressed, the 
screen was dimmed and a percentage figure appeared, preventing you from 
navigating until the upload was complete. Processing only took a few minutes. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Video quality was only average, nothing was displayed perfectly. You cannot 
see it on the comparison page though, as it was rejected by the site. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Upload was simple, site is easy to navigate. 
Cons: Video quality poorer than many others. 

 

 

 http://flixya.com/  

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Only a few boxes, and the ability to translate the page made for an easy sign 
up. 
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Step 3: Upload the video 
Flixya claims it allows you to share videos from over 200 different video 
websites. It doesn’t actually allow you to upload your own videos to the site, 
rather you “import” videos from other video sharing sites by pasting in the 
embed code from those sites. 
 
In order to share revenue you have to have your own Google Adsense account. 
If you already have one it’s a simple matter of pasting your publisher ID into 
the box. The site also allows you to earn points, with points being given for 
sharing a video (7 points for video and 3 points for a thumbnail image), 3 points 
for posting a comment and 15 points for a user referral. Points can then be 
exchanged for various gifts at lots of different levels. For example 30,000 = gift 
cards, 45,000 = iPod, 120,000 = Xbox 360. It might take a while to get to these 
levels but actually little work is required, pasting in links from other users 
videos and commenting. 
 
Not rated 
 
Step 4: View the video 
As videos are just taken from other sites then no comparison can be made. 
Not rated 
 
Overall 
Pros: Allows you to gain revenue from viewing videos uploaded to sites that 
don’t have revenue sharing. 
Cons: A muddle of various video sharing sites, does not allow you to post new 
content. 
 
 

 

http://video.google.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
If you already have a Google account, it’s the same user login process used for 
all Google services. However the account creation is incredibly easy and 
painless once again.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
This was an incredibly easy one step process. Browse for the location of the 
file, add a title and description, select a genre and language and upload. 
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Google also allow you to select that the video is "Unlisted". When uploading 
however there was no real progress bar, so no indication of when it would be 
complete. There are no further settings to edit, you're immediately presented 
with the video, an email form to share it, and an embed link for embedding it 
on a webpage, like below. You are also sent an email with the link to your 
uploaded video. Very simple, but not many options.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Initially awful quality is now slightly improved with a change in resolution. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Less steps and easier for a first time user. Quick.  
Cons: Video quality pretty poor. 
 
 

 

http://www.ifilm.com/  

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Pretty easy, but required postcode and email verification.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
A few simple steps, but a restrictive list of categories is a little annoying. No 
indication of progress besides the browser progress bar either – this is done 
much better by other sites, however it was fine. 
 
Once uploaded it was a short wait whilst the video was processed and then 
waiting for review. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Pretty good compared to the quality of the original source video. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Simple to upload and use the site, decent video quality. 
Cons: Wait to get video reviewed and no indication of progress. 
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http://www.jaycut.com  

Step 2: Create an account 
A fairly long registration process that didn't highlight whether any fields were 
mandatory or optional. A validation CAPTCHA image was required, but no email 
verification was which made a nice change. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
A nice flash based uploader allows you to add the video information. Mulitple 
files can be uploaded at once if you wish. A file size progress is displayed when 
uploading, though no time remaining information is shown.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Encoding was almost instantaneous, the quickest I've seen, even faster than 
YouTube. However the quality didn't suffer as you might expect, it is in the top 
ten percent. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Very fast encoding, and great editing tools. 
Cons: No revenue sharing yet. 
 
 

 

http://www.kewego.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Kewego claims to be "the first truly global online video platform" as it's 
available in 7 languages and has 10 country sites, and is another site that asked 
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me to review their video sharing offer. Pretty simple as always to sign up, yet 
had to activate the account via a confirmation email.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Once I had activated my account there was a shortcut to add video. You need 
to select whether it is on your computer, the internet or on your mobile. After 
the descriptive options you had the choice to select what language the video 
was in and the location where it was filmed. Then simply browse (max file size 
is 1000MB) and select the file. The progress bar also gives an estimated time 
remaining; however you couldn't click away from the page. Then it was matter 
of waiting for the video to be processed.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Quite poor at times. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Simple and straightforward. Available in many languages.  
Cons: Poor video quality.  
 

 
 

http://www.kiwivid.com 

Step 2: Create an account 
You have to enter your full name and date of birth to join the site, but no 
duplication of email and/or password was a nice change. Email validation was 
required 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
The site has international versions, so you need to choose the one most 
relevant to you. Privacy options and over 16 warnings may be added, then a 
series of pre-defined categories, that as usual don't fit my video exactly. 
Pressing OK give you a warning that you have to wait util the video has finished 
uploading first. A nice progress indicator lets you know precisely how long has 
past and remains. 



http://www.blogtechguy.com guide to: “Online video sharing websites” 
  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
© 2010 by http://www.blogtechguy.com. All names and logos the 
respective rights of their respective owners. None of the links generate any 
money for the site and all opinions are personal. 

16 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Small in browser player should mean the quality looks good, but it doesn't 
really. Words look poor when moving and “jump” into position. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Easy to use. 
Cons: Adds nothing to the online video world 
 
 

 

http://www.livevideo.com/ 

 
 
Step 2: Create an account 
Signing up required you to give date of birth, gender and a zip/postal code. 
Once done, you have to choose a page layout, such as one that shows photos 
and videos, one that concentrates on videos and comments, one on friend’s 
videos and so on. Once done you then have to choose the colour scheme and 
layout you want for your page. You can then invite friends or skip that step. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Uploading was in 2 steps, one providing the details of the video, and the 
second of its location, privacy and content. Only videos of 100MB or less can be 
uploaded. A detailed progress bar appears, with percentage uploaded, file size 
uploaded and time remaining, and some information about opening a new 
browser window if you wish to browse the site. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Once uploaded a very YouTube style interface displays the video information. 
Quality was much better than average. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice page design tools available. 
Cons: Not perfect quality, and site very similar to YouTube. 
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http://www.mediashare.com/ 
 

Step 2: Create an account 
You have the option to choose free membership or Mediashare pro. Right now, 
we’ll be creating a free account. Beginning your experience with Mediashare is 
an easy process in that you just have to fill up the necessary information and to 
be sure to agree to the terms of use. Once registration is successful, an email 
containing your account information will be sent to your email address.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Click on Upload Your Files button. You can choose between an Easy Upload and 
a Single File Upload. Right now, I’m choosing an Easy upload. Go to add video 
area and select your video file type, then upload it. You are given 1GB video 
upload limit. After upload, you are given the options to create instant video 
album or to upload more files.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
There might be some issues encountered when playing the video. Qualities of 
videos depend on the quality of the uploaded video. So, if the uploaded video 
is of poor quality then it will be shown as such.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Can upload videos quickly and easily 
Cons: Qualities of videos depend on the quality of the uploaded video. 
 
 

 

http://www.metacafe.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Incredibly simple, just requires an email address, nickname and a password.  
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Step 3: Upload the video 
Clicking on Submit gives you a page with a simple Browse box. Once done, the 
progress bar appears on the page where you enter the rest of the details. This 
can all be done while the video is uploading, however the choice of channels 
was limited. My video isn't a "movie trailer", or "amazingly cool". You can also 
join up for Producer Rewards that allows you to gain revenue from the number 
of views your video receives, or just submit the video. You then get a choice of 
thumbnail images to display, and then you have to wait for a while for the 
video to be processed. Easy, with simple step-by-step options.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Video quality was almost the same as the source.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Quick signup process and some nice features with the thumbnail selection 
and Producer Rewards.  
Cons: Long wait for video to be processed and therefore available. High video 
quality before it was then removed for no reason. The forums are full of people 
who have suffered similar problems. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.myheavy.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
An easy process, there were optional entries for your cell phone or Instant 
Messenger ID for future updates.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
This was as easy as any of the other sites, although I was forced to select a 
category which, although may fit with the overall themes of the site, none of 
them fit with my test video. A pop-up window shows the progress of the 
upload, allowing you to continue to use the site and upload another video if 
you want. Closing the window aborts the upload. Nice and simple.  
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Step 4: View the video 
Pretty poor quality but comparable to others 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Fast Flash interface, plenty of options.  
Cons: Less of a video sharing site and more of a social networking site. Low 
video quality.  
 
 

 

http://www.mynumo.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Very easy, but unusually required your mobile number. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
myNuMo is a mobile sharing website that allows you to create mobile content, 
show it to your friends and indeed sell it. It offers 3 types of membership 
accounts, that are all currently free - Beginner Account, Pro Account and 
Corporate Account. However I couldn’t find where it explained the difference 
between these accounts. 
 
Selecting Create Video prompted me for a path. It had already set a $2.99 price 
for my video (a little ambitious for this test!). Once uploading there was no 
indication of progress apart from the browser progress bar. Once uploaded, a 
message informed you to wait until the upload was processed. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Small in size but still quality has suffered greatly in transcoding. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Aimed towards the mobile content market, potentially you can sell you 
own content. 
Cons: Unable to embed video  
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http://www.myspacetv.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
A short registration form with possibly the longest CAPTCHA image (prevents 
automated registrations) I've ever seen. Still, it wasn’t exactly difficult.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
After skipping uploading my picture, then skipping inviting my friends I finally 
had the option to add a video. Step 1 - enter the usual title, description, 
category and tags, with the option for it to be public or private. Step 2 - 
browse and upload. A progress bar appeared and that was that. The video took 
a little while to process, and then I was a little unsure how to get the embed 
code. I ended up selecting the blog this link to blog on MySpace and copying 
the code here.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Muted colours but clear and close to original source quality. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Simple sign up and set up. Good-ish video quality.  
Cons: No simple link to the embed code.  
 
 

http://www.nelsok.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Sign up was a little more involved than usual as you could enter you Adsense ID 
in order to earn via Google Adsense on your video page. Email confirmation was 
required. 
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Step 3: Upload the video 
Simply enter the title, description, usual tags and select a category from the 
list. At least this site has an “other” option for the test video. The second step 
is a simple browse for the video and upload. A progress bar and percentage 
appears, and once uploaded you can edit the previous details and add further 
information such as place, people, and event.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Took a long time to appear, but when it did it was excellent quality. Not quite 
as good as the best ones around, but in the top 10%. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Easy to use and allows revenue share. 
Cons: No real reason to use this site above any others with more traffic such as 
Revver or YouTube. 
 

 

http://www.ning.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Ning allows you to upload a photo at the point of registration, but it's not 
compulsory. Very easy indeed. Then once again we get the opportunity to 
invite friends, else get on with uploading a video.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Firstly I had to create my own video site, with a unique URL. I then had quite a 
nice wizard that allowed me to define the layout and colours of my page. 
Despite this being several extra steps I actually thought it was a nice touch and 
useful. Once your page is setup, selecting upload video (you'd have never 
guessed) takes you to a simple one step page. Uploading the video requires the 
window to remain unchanged, but it does give you a link to open a page in 
another window to browse. A simple touch other sites forget, yet there was no 
progress bar or indication of when the video would be ready. Video processing 
took a very long time.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
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Poor quality encoding, no worse than some of the others but that’s no excuse. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice interface and page setup.  
Cons: Some encoding issues that have since been fixed meant that this took a 
long time to convert video.  
 

 

 

http://www.onetruemedia.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Very easy, just name, email and password required. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
One True Media allows you to create your own montages using your own videos 
and pictures, plus songs of your own or from the online selection. Videos can 
then be shared online or via DVD or photo books. You can even send them old 
VHS tapes and they will convert them and put them online for you. The site 
takes you step by step, even allowing you to add a title at the start of your 
video if you wish. A nice flash upload screen shows you the file size, progress 
and indication of time. You are also able to add other files, such as your own 
pictures, or after upload add stock images to your video montage. Selecting 
share online then takes allows you to add a decorative frame around the 
player, then gives you some slightly long winded code to embed onto your site. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Not the worst but some obvious compression. Automatically fades at the end. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice unique features to add other media into a montage. 
Cons: Restricted features that require you to get a paid membership to receive 
all benefits. 
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http://www.openfilm.com/  
 

Step 2: Create an account 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
You have a choice of three convenient ways to submit content: direct upload, 
FTP transfer or mail-in DVD. Direct upload or uploading your films via the site 
submission form is easy. Just follow the required steps. You may also use a 
desktop FTP transfer application to upload files larger than 2GB safely. Access 
to your Openfilm FTP space is the same as your account login. Lastly, you can 
send a DVD. They accept DVD or DVD ROMs with video files on them. Your 
submission will be reviewed upon receipt and you will be notified about its 
status through email. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
By default the player presents content in the highest quality. Additional options 
are offered to enhance viewing experience even further.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: High quality large video player 
Cons: Not a well known popular site. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.overlay.tv/ 
 

Step 2: Create an account 
Not yet available 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
N/A 
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Step 4: View the video 
N/A 
 
Overall 
Pros: Can add Overlays and clickable areas with a split screen setup for easy 
drag and drop 
Cons: Paid for service. 
 

http://www.ovi.com (http://www.twango.com) 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Ovi (formerly Twango) is unusual as it allows you to upload a file (10MB or less) 
directly from the home page without logging in. If you register this limit 
increases to 100MB and provided all the usual functions such as embedding, and 
multiple files. Signing up required repetition of email and password but was 
otherwise simple, with the usual email verification required. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Uploading just requires the path to the file. Once uploaded you can continue 
using the site and a message will appear at the top of the screen once the file 
has been processed. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Pretty poor video encoding quality. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice interface and ability to upload different media. 
Cons: Let down by poor video encoding. 
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http://www.photobucket.com   

 
Step 2: Create an account 
You will go through a fairly lengthy sign-up process involving date of birth and 
postal code. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Browse for file, but you can only upload a 5 minute video with the free 
account, and even the paid for Pro account only allows 10 minutes. A pop up 
window showing progress appears, though the original window also changes 
with a “Please Wait” message and nowhere to go. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Not great quality, especially on text. Adobe Remix is somewhat bolted on in 
order to provide some video editing capability. See our online video editing 
section for more video editing websites. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice feel to the site and easy to get started. 
Cons: Not a dedicated video site.  
 
 

 

http://www.revver.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
What initially seemed easy turned out to be a little less straightforward. 
Because of the revenue sharing opportunities that Revver are developing, there 
was a fair bit more information they needed from you, such as Paypal 
information, agreement to various distribution options, and your address. 
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There were further optional questions too. I would prefer they asked me those 
questions later.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Using a flash based interface this gave a nice progress indicator. I was unsure if 
I could leave to browse around the site, so I tried it and although I lost the 
progress indicator it soon appeared in my dashboard. [Incidentally, I really 
liked the dashboard on Revver, which shows your earnings, message inbox and 
so on]. Adding the usual title, description and keywords, there was also a 
selection for audience using the American ratings classification, PG-13, NC-17 
etc. Revver then makes you wait in order for their Video Patrol team to review 
the video.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Pretty decent quality, though compression obvious at times. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice interface.  
Cons: A long wait to see video online, although may have been due to 
uploading problems.  
 
 

 

http://www.sevenload.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Registration was as quick as it comes, a user name, email address, password 
and a tick to agree to their terms and conditions. More details can be added 
later if you wish, then once you have clicked on the activation email then 
you’re ready to upload. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
You can upload up to 1.5GB, and during the upload you can add the description 
and tags etc. Progress was nicely displayed, with a time remaining indicator 
also. There was a short wait whilst processing. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
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Great video quality, nearly up to the 5 star mark. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Great interface! 
Cons: Limited privacy options are available. 
 
 

 

 

http://soapbox.msn.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Currently this service is invitation only. If you have a Microsoft Passport or 
Windows Live ID, then simply sign in using this but even without, the process is 
quick and easy.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Again, like Google video, Soapbox is incredibly easy to upload to (once you 
have a Passport/Live ID account). Simply fill in the title, description, tags, 
category and video location and press upload. Even better, unlike Google and 
YouTube I could continue to use Soapbox while my video was uploading in the 
background (in the same window, I could browse the other sites in a different 
window). The video appears in your account when ready and a small status bar 
informs you of the upload status however there is no progress bar. Very easy 
but no indication of how long to wait.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Superb quality, marginally different from the source file.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Quick and simple to upload. Background processing was nice, and the 
best video quality out of them all.  
Cons: Only in beta so not many other videos. Player seems a little less 
responsive than the others.  
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http://www.sumo.tv/  

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Have to activate via email, else it was as easy as any of the others. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Browse for file, nice progress indicator with time remaining and speed graph. 
After upload you can then add details, but there are no categories yet.  
SUMO.tv claims it is the UK's leading Video Sharing community, and to that end 
actually has its very own TV channel - SUMO.tv on SKY Channel 146. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Quickly available and the quality is again middle of the road, but decent. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Nice feel to the site and easy to get started. 
Cons: Quality not great, no help files, the FAQ is a bit limited. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.veoh.com/  

 
Step 2: Create an account 
4 boxes, very easy. Once clicking on Upload you do however need to confirm 
your email address to get started. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
No size, length or resolution restrictions. Pretty simple, you need to define the 
content type - if there's any violence, bad language or nudity. 
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You can upload form a URL as well which is always nice. An enormous progress 
bar appears and can set optional information whilst this is occurring, such as 
allowing embedding, adding to a series if it's an episodic video. 
 
There are Pro features available for a fee. These allow you to make money by 
charging on a pay-per-view basis, automatically syndicate to YouTube, Google 
Video, and MySpace which could save you time as you don't have to spend hours 
manually uploading to each site. Also it will offer your videos on all the popular 
operating systems and portable devices.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
A long wait to see the video, the quality is reasonable, though video size is 
much larger than a lot of sites which shows up more flaws in original source. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Can have one flash player to play all your movies. Can add own logo. 
Cons: Long wait for video, some Pro features available elsewhere for free. 
 
 

 

http://www.viddler.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Again, an incredibly simple signup, with the option of checking if your 
username is taken and then optional details can be added. Email verification is 
required. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Upload was simple, just browse for the file and upload it. After the progress 
bar was complete, it then moves into encoding, showing you the time 
remaining for this. You can navigate away whilst waiting, which is good as it 
took quite a while for encoding, it suggested about 3 hours, but actually took 
about 15 minutes. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Poor text rendition on encoding pulls the score down to 3 stars. 
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Overall 
Pros: Easy to use site. 
Cons: Encoding average and longer wait for encoding than usual. 
 
 

 

http://www.vidilife.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Signing up was as easy as always, even if it is getting a little repetitive by 
now.... Next in a very similar vein to MySpace I had the option to upload a 
photo and invite other people to join me.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Clicking on My Videos and then Create Album allowed me to add a new album. 
Once this was done I could add a video to it with the usual description, tags 
and categories. Waiting for what happens next turned out to be a bit of a 
mystery, the browser progress bar was the only indication anything was 
happening. As with most other sites, I then had to wait for encoding to take 
place. Pretty basic and not especially user friendly.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Not bad quality, colours are more muted than original source file. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Simple sign up.  
Cons: Basic interface, no idea if/when video was uploading. Lots of adverts. 
 

 

http://www.vidszoo.com 
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Step 2: Create an account 
Easy to do, just included a CAPCHA image and after email verification you 
could go straight to upload. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Progress bar and information gives you everything you need after entering a 
few relevant details. Easy. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
After uploading you could add more details, despite date and  location being 
optional it wouldn't let me submit it without those details. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Easy to use. 
Cons: Restricted number of categories. 
  

 

http://www.vimeo.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
They say sign up only takes 10 seconds, but they're wrong. It takes about 8. 
Nice and easy.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Very simple like the others, a progress bar informs you of the, er, progress. 
Vimeo has a weekly limit of 500MBs for videos which may be too constraining 
for a lot of people. A nice big "watch it" link appears to avoid confusion. The 
video appears in its native format to begin with (.avi through Windows Media 
Player), but is converted to flash in the background.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Quality low but like the others. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Quick to join, easy to upload and available immediately.  



http://www.blogtechguy.com guide to: “Online video sharing websites” 
  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
© 2010 by http://www.blogtechguy.com. All names and logos the 
respective rights of their respective owners. None of the links generate any 
money for the site and all opinions are personal. 

32 

Cons: Low video quality - arguably worse than MyHeavy.  
 

 

  

http://www.vmix.com/ 

 
 
Step 2: Create an account 
This was easily done as usual. Videos have to be under 350MB, there is no time 
restriction. Only .avi, .mov or .mpg files are accepted. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Upload easy to do, you can flag your video (or photos) if has explicit or violent 
content. Nothing else seemed to be able to be done whilst it was uploading, 
but this was pretty quick though you do have to then wait a short time for 
encoding.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Quality is below average in my humble opinion. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Everything was as easy as it should be. 
Cons: Encoding took a short time, but it usually does! 
  
 

 

http://www.vodpod.com/  

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Very simple, just 4 boxes. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Vod:Pod follows the same model as Flixya, allowing you to create your own 
“pod” of content from elsewhere. However it does allow you to upload your 
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own videos, so first I created a pod, and selected add video. A familiar flash 
uploader permits you to add multiple files and when uploading showed the 
progress as usual. 
 
Once uploaded you can choose your thumbnail, add the normal descriptive 
data, and select whether you want the video in Hi-Res (free during the beta), 
basic (streaming only) and whether it should be interlaced.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Great quality when compared to original source, one of the best. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Allows your own and other content to be grouped into one area (or pod). 
Great quality video. 
Cons: Interface a little confusing, not the quickest way to get your video 
online. 
 
 

 

http://www.vsocial.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Sign up was very quick with no email verification or annoying details to be 
added. You can add these later if you wish. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Uploads can be in .avi, .mpg, .mp4 or .wmv format and under 100MB. There 
are a lot of available options if you wish to add them and some very clear help 
messages. An upload progress bar takes over the whole screen and it’s just a 
matter of waiting. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Poor quality, player doesn’t allow you to skip ahead. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Easy to use and sign up. 
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Cons: Poor player and not impressive quality. 
 
 
 

 

http://video.yahoo.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Simple as you would expect, nothing to report.  

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
After clicking to submit a video, I had to add more details about myself, my 
website URL and agree to the terms. After this uploading was a one step 
process. A message appeared about the upload but I couldn't navigate 
anywhere or see how far along the process it was. After uploading I was taken 
to a page, strangely about uploading, rather than my video. Took me a while to 
figure out where my video was - doesn't anyone do any usability testing any 
more?!  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Seems overly compressed in parts. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Simple setup.  
Cons: The longest embed code on earth. When you can find it.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.youare.tv 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
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A simple login process but the security (CAPTCHA) image was quite difficult to 
read and it took me 3 attempts to get right, resetting my previously entered 
information each time. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
Before I could upload a video I had to make a profile, including a general 
introduction, birthday, where I live, occupation, favourite TV shows, films etc. 
However most of this wasn’t compulsory. Besides the usual descriptive options 
you could select the aspect ratio of the video and upload your own thumbnail 
image for it. There was no indication of progress besides the browser progress 
bar. Once uploaded I had the opportunity to tell people about it, and then view 
it. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Good, not much compression evident. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Quite fast and nice video output. 
Cons: No indication of upload progress. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
Simply click on the Sign Up button, enter 9 fields (including postcode for some 
reason), and you're in.  

 
 

Step 3: Upload the video 
Select the Upload tab, and I had to verify my email address. "Before you can 
use certain features on YouTube, we need to verify your email address". This 
prevents people registering with false information, although doesn't prevent 



http://www.blogtechguy.com guide to: “Online video sharing websites” 
  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
© 2010 by http://www.blogtechguy.com. All names and logos the 
respective rights of their respective owners. None of the links generate any 
money for the site and all opinions are personal. 

36 

someone using a disposable email address. Once the email has arrived and 
you've clicked on the link there is a two step upload process. There are the 
following tips and restrictions:  

• Uploads will usually take 1-5 minutes per MB on a high-speed connection.  
• Converting your video takes a few minutes; you can add more info or upload 

more videos while it's processing.  
• Videos are limited to 10 minutes (unless you're a Director) and 100 MB.  
• Videos saved with the following settings convert the best: - MPEG4 (Divx, 

Xvid) format - 320x240 resolution - MP3 audio - 30 frames per second 
framerate  

The video needs a title, description, tags (in this case italy, positano, amalfi, 
coast, boat – used on all sites), a category, and language. The second step 
involves browsing to your video, selecting whether you want it public or private 
(handy for personal videos), and if you want to email the link to one of your 
contact lists. Once uploaded, the initial options are presented again, along 
with a raft of others. You can enter details about where and when it was 
recorded; allow comments, ratings and video responses. Bizarrely once you 
save these details there is no obvious direct link to play your video, only a 
"share" link to send to others (which admittedly is the same as a view link). 
Once you've pressed upload, you need to watch the progress bar and wait for a 
confirmation message. Not quite perfect, but quick and plenty of options.  

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
Medium video quality from a reasonable source quality.  

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Well known site with many options.  
Cons: Too many steps before you get to find your video.  
 

 
 

 

http://www.yurth.com/ 

 
Step 2: Create an account 
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Yurth uses an unusual map interface for uploading videos. Creating an account 
was easy, you have to add you location as this will decide on where the video is 
shown on the map. You can enter exact map coordinates if you wish. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
For the upload, again you can add your location and also one of the pre-defined 
categories. Once uploading a message appears stating not to close this window 
or your upload will be cancelled, which is often missed off on video sites. 
There was no indication of progress but at least you knew something was being 
uploaded. 

 
 
Step 4: View the video 
The video had a status of pending for what seemed like an age (actually 2 
days), and then you are unable to embed the video on other websites. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Unique twist on video sharing, though YouTube now uses Google Maps to 
be able to select your video location. 
Cons: Appalling quality and it took a very long time to encode and become 
available. Unable to embed elsewhere. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.zeec.net/ 

Step 2: Create an account 
Zeec.net is the International version of the German site, Zeec.de. Registration 
was simple; you can also enter your mobile number if you wish to use those 
features. 

 
 
Step 3: Upload the video 
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A new window opens for the uploading of media, which allows you to navigate 
the site in another browser window. Adding details was easy and there was a 
simple progress bar to show when your upload was done. However I was then 
not informed whether it was successful or where it had gone. Eventually it 
appeared in my inbox folder. 

 
 
 
Step 4: View the video 
The video was excellent in some parts but very poor in others. 

 
 
Overall 
Pros: Good multi-format and function site. 
Cons: Video quality variable, very poor in some parts. 
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   Online Video Editing Websites 

Online video editing websites are slightly different to sharing websites. Whilst 
sites like Photobucket (and now YouTube with Remixer) do both, these sites 
are designed for the editing of videos as well as the sharing of them. Videos are 
normally loaded from other video sharing sites, and not uploaded to the site 
directly. 
 
For more specific details on the sites listed below, please visit: 
 

http://www.blogtechguy.com/video_ebook/video_comparison_matrix.htm 
 
 

 http://www.clesh.com 

 

http://www.crackle.com 

Previously http://www.grouper.com 

 

http://www.cuts.com 

 http://www.fliqz.com 

 http://www.forscene.net 

 
http://mix.lycos.com 

 
http://www.motionbox.com 

 
http://www.stashspace.com 
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http://www.webshots.com 
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Final thoughts 

All sites have made the sign up process easy, and this is only done once 
anyway, so the ease of uploading and video quality are the most important 
factors. None of the upload processes were perfect but if Soapbox gave an 
indication of progress it would be the winner in this category. As for video 
quality, the difference between Metacafe (before they took down my video) 
and Soapbox compared to Google Video is huge, with Google looking poor 
comparatively. YouTube is somewhere in the middle.  
 
Video quality was overall much poorer than the 4 big sites. Several sites took 
too long to process/approve the video. Previously Metacafe users decided not 
to approve my video (I got an email to say it was too boring, I must have missed 
that in the terms & conditions...), and although that was later rectified I 
wonder whether reviewing solutions like this are scaleable if a site gets truly 
popular? Blip did a nice job of trying to integrate video publishing, blogging and 
various other tools such as del.ico.us and Flickr. Their video was available 
immediately (after I figured out the upload "problem"), in flash format or the 
original source (.avi) and in the latter the quality was the same as source 
(which I imagine it should be!). MyHeavy attempts to be more of a social 
networking site and to some degree succeeds, although I'm no expert. All the 
sites had some small niggle with them (such as the adding of keywords where 
there seems to be no standard for how to enter these - do you separate them 
with a space or a comma? Use quotation marks for phrases? Are you allowed 3, 
5 or unlimited keywords?), but these are probably personal and subjective.  
 
There seems to be a slight increase in requiring additional software and plugins 
that, in my opinion, defeats the object of the exercise for the casual 
consumer.  
 
Beauty is in the eye of the beholder and with 51 different video sharing sites on 
test it is difficult to pick out the best quality. For sheer ease of use YouTube is 
always going to be a winner, but with sites like Soapbox and Revver having 
better quality, and Metacafe with their Producer Rewards programme, the 
market is going to get thinned out more and more.  
 
Video editing and mixing sites are also becoming more popular with entrants 
such as JayCut allowing collaborative editing with other users, and the adding 
of music, photos and effects to your “new” video. 
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Which video sharing site to choose? 

Personally I would go for YouTube until either the quality of Google improves or 
Soapbox gets out of beta and has some more content. However which one to 
choose is probably based on what you need it for. YouTube is the most popular 
(and will probably stay so with the merge with Google Video), but also one with 
the most "competition". Revver and Metacafe allow you to share revenue if that 
is what you want, MyHeavy and Blip are more integrated social networking 
sites, and Soapbox and Brightcove have the highest video quality (in my 
opinion), but are only small marketplaces at the moment. Several sites like 
Vod:Pod and Flixya allow you to gather content from other video sharing sites 
into one place, riding on the back of their success.  
 
Many sites are still in their infancy, smaller sites may merge, be swallowed up 
or simply disappear. Then again, those which have a unique selling point (such 
as revenue sharing, or social networking features) may provide a safe bet for 
future growth. 
 
At the moment there seems no stopping the rise of online video sharing sites, 
there is a wealth to choose from. Make up your own mind and please let me 
know! Remember you can view all video sharing sites on one page. 
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Summary Table 

 
 
 
This detailed matrix is now online only: http://www.blogtechguy.com/video_ebook/video_comparison_matrix.htm.  
 

 
 
 
 

© 2010 by http://www.blogtechguy.com and http://www.lifegoggles.com 


